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Bringing people together 


TAXIS FOR TOC H 
Cabbies’ kindness helps children 


ale Royal Branch of Toc H 

have received an unusual 

boost to their fund-raising. 
When they heard of Toc H’s plans 
to give 25 children a holiday, two 
local cabbies, Kerry ‘Taff’ Griffiths 
and Joe Parker, went into action. 
With the kind permission of their 
boss, they decided to donate a 
day's takings, each, to Toc H. Flying 
Toc H balloons, the taxis did good 
business, and £580 was the result. 
This is part of a total of £1,800 
already raised which will help the 
children, all under 10 years old, to 
enjoy a week at the Rhyl sea-side. 


This imaginative scheme has created 
great interest locally. Development 
Officer Jenny Banks spoke to the 
local paper about it and the wider 
Toc H work in the area. This is the 
‘Families under Pressure’ scheme of 
which Vale Royal Branch is a part. 
‘We create projects which involve 
taking parents, and sometimes their 
children, on a week-end break’ she 
explained. ‘They always say that 
they leave their problems at home on 
the Friday, and although they are still 
there when they return home, they 
feel able to tackle life better because 
they have had a chance to unwind’. 


Vale Royal is the newest branch of 
Toc H, and is due to receive its 
lamp in May. It has 10 adults and 
numerous children involved. All 
the adults have full or Guest 
membership and the children are 
currently applying for Junior 
Membership. The Branch,receives 
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Jenny and ‘Taff’ Griffiths at the start of the day. 


tremeħdous support locally; local 
businesses have donated money, 
goods and venues for events, and 
the local press has given a lot of 
coverage. The next project the 
branch wishes to undertake is to 
create a ‘focal point’ for Toc H in 
the town, perhaps some sort of 
shop-front where people can find 
Toc H. What form this will take is 
not yet confirmed, but they are 
going to get some training from 
the Gatsby Foundation to help 
them put together a business plan. 


Vale Royal Branch is one ‘proof of 
the pudding’ of the value of Toc H 
Families under Pressure Schemes. 
A group of people, including one- 
parent mums, dads, isolated people 
and families who live in neglected 


communities in the area, have not 
only changed themselves - but 
are now also changing the life of 
their community. Toc H is indeed 
wealthy in Cheshire - not in terms 
of money, but in what these 
members give of themselves. 


Toc H 


Toc H is about people. Founded in 1915, 
Toc H works to break down barriers 
between people by challenging their 
prejudices about others and the divisions 
which exist In soclety. Its work Is based 
on Christian principles, and people of all 
faiths, and of none, are welcomed. 

Toc H works with people from all walks 

of life, tackling social problems, such as 
loneliness and deprivatian, through an 
approach which emphasises self-help, and 
encourages people to accept responsibility 
for themselves and their local community. 
Toc H uses the model of the compass to 
offer four personal challenges which are 
the inspiration for its members. 

These ‘Four Points of the Compass’ are 
set out on page 2. 

Our Vision is of a Movement 
‘Building better communities by 
reaching out to all in friendship and 
service, confronting prejudice, and 
practising Christian values’. 

Toc H Is a registered charity No 211042. 


IS ISSUE: 
Toc H Week. 


Breaking the Circle of Poverty. 


‘It’s the journey that matters, 
not the destination’. 


Keeping Kids safe. 


A BARGAIN! 


Surplus to requirements at 
Central Services are two electric 
typewriters. 


If anyone is interested, 
please contact: Angela Gregory 
at Central Services. 


LESS PAIN - 
AND TOC H GAIN! 


At last - a painless new way of 
helping Toc H! Since 6th April, 
you can now give sums of money, 
on which Toc H can then recover 
the tax, through the New Gift 

Aid Scheme. No more Deeds of 
Covenant - no more regular form 
filling! Just one declaration, and 
Toc H can get back 28p for every 
£1 you give. 


Full details are on the paper 
enclosed with this issue of Point 3 - 
but if it is missing, or you want 
more copies, phone Central Services 
and ask. 


The Four Points of the Compass are: 


. Friendship - ‘To Love Widely’ - 
to welcome all in friendship, 

. Service - ‘To Build Bravely' - 
to give personal service. 

. Fairmindedness - 'To Think Fairly’ - 
to listen always to the views 
of others and to find one's 
own convictions. 

. The Kingdom of God - 'To Witness 
Humbly' - to acknowledge the 
spiritual nature of man, to practice 
the Christian way of life, and to 
help the truth to prevail. 

Point 3 is the magazine of Toc H. It takes 
its name from the 3rd Point of the Toc H 
Compass, ‘Falrmindedness’. It seeks to 
inform, to encourage and to stimulate. 
Editor: John Mitchell c/o Toc H Central 
Services, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 


Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 
Tel: 01296 623911. Fax: 01296 696137 
E-mall: Info@toch.org.uk 


Letters Editor : Ken Prideaux-Brune. 


Next copy deadline: 18th July 2000. 


A full copy of the current editorial policy 
Is available on request from the Editor. 
The opinions expressed are those of the 
Individual concerned and not necessarily 
the views of the Editor or of Toc H. 
While Point 3 is made available to all 
members free of charge, voluntary 
contributions are welcome. 
The Editors reserve the right to cut 
or précis articles and letters submitted 
unless the writer specifically stlpulates 
otherwise. 
Printed on chlorine-free, 
environmentally friendly paper. 


KEEPING CHILDRE^ ‘Af 3 


I Fe live in a society in which, 
Vi / increasingly, children seem 
V to be at risk. Sad as it is, 
those who work with children must 
respond to this. That includes Toc H. 
Many of our short-term projects are 
with children and some branches 
also work with children. 
We also work with 
other vulnerable 
people, and we need 
to keep them safe too. 


We already have in 
place a process of ‘police 
screening’ everyone who may 
have one-to-one contact with 
children, through Toc H. Our Event 
Co-ordinators make sure that all 
project volunteers are screened, 
and branch secretaries notify 
Central Services if any member or 
volunteer is to work with children, 
and should therefore be screened. 
This should ensure that any person 
who has a record of child abuse or 
other relevant crimes does not 
work with children. We also ask 
volunteers to produce a reference 
about their suitability to work with 
children or other vulnerable people. 


BUT, there is stili we nossibility inat 
a child may be abusec on a Toc 4 
event, or may allege abuse. Equally, 
a child may reveal that he or she is 
being abused at home or 
elsewhere. To cover these 
possibilities, there is now a 
Code of Practice which 
should be followed in these 
situations. It has been 
produced on a small laminated 
card and should be given to 
every member or volunteer 
who has access to children 
(or other vulnerable people). They 
should keep it with them at all times. 
it is a simple set of ‘Dos’ and 
‘Don'ts’, aimed to avoid situations 
which might cause problems, and it 
also has a brief outline of procedures 
to follow if things go wrong. 


Stocks are held at Central Services 
and by our Event Co-ordinators. 

If you need a supply, contact one 
of them at once. 


A more detailed procedure paper is 
being produced for the guidance of 
Event leaders and others in charge 
of activities with children. This will 
be available shortly. 


Point 3 for the Blind or partially sighted 


A reminder that Point 3 is available, on audio cassette, for 
members and friends who have difficulty reading. This is through 
the kindness of A.D.A. Reading Services for the Blind. If you wish 
to arrange to receive copies, contact them at: 6 Dalewood Rose, 
Laverstock, Salisbury, Wilts SP1 1SF. Telephone: 01722 326987. 


We put on record our continuing gratitude to A.D.A. 


Welcome to our 
New Members 


Susan Carter - Bletchley 

Bery! Lewis - Buckingham 

Ivor Barker - Cosby 

Nell Kirkpatrick, Wilma Peattie - Denny 
Elleen Stockwell - Fareham 

Paula Garbutt, Kelly Large - Halton 
Elwyn Davies, Philyis Humphreys, 
Allan Jones, Geraint Jones, Colin Long 
Ada Mahon, Wilfred Willlams - Llandudno 
John Wilkinson, Mrs V. Wilkinson - 
Mansfield Woodhouse 

Henri Verhille - Poperinge 

Grace Bass, Ann Hart - Rushden Royal 
Archibald Trotter - Selkirk 

Joan Eagers - Wakefield 


Jane Brochner - Weymouth 
Lilian Huse - Wolverhampton 


Guest Members 


Geoffrey Garrett, Mark Willson - 

Mid East Region 

Donna Burgin - North East Region 
Fergus Campbell, Rachel! Deverill 
Penny Meekings - South East Region 
Matthew Headford - West Mids and 
S.Wales Region 


Junior Members 


Elizabeth Buckley, Allana Eaton, 

Joel Eaton, Jane Garbutt, 

Jenny Garbutt, Sarah Garbutt - Halton 
Dannie Woodward - Kempston 


čs ihe journey that matters, 
not the destination 


The founding fathers of Toc H 
wrestled with the issue of 
Toc H ‘facing both ways’. 
How could Toc H be genuinely 
open to all and yet bea 
Christian Mavement? 85 
years later the issue is still 
there, but it is even more 
acute in a society which is 
increasingly less Christian. 

We asked former Director, 
Ken Prideaux-Brune, for his 
thoughts on this. 


hat has come to be 
referred to as the 
‘Christian basis’ of Toc H 


has been a problem from the 
movement's earliest days. Some 
say that our wish to be open to 
people of other faiths or of none is 
‘wishy-washy’, watering down the 
Christian faith by attempting to be 
all things to everyone. Others say 
our use of Christian language, and 
the inclusion of Christian prayers 
within our meetings, compromise 
our openness, excluding those 
whom we say we wish to attract. 
But for me it is precisely this 
apparent ambivalence, taking 
seriously the spiritual nature of 
human beings while retaining an 
emphasis on openness, that is the 
particular strength of Toc H. 


From a Christian perspective it is 
an attempt to take seriously the 
startling openness of Jesus, the 
Jesus who praised the faith of a 
Roman soldier, a man who was a 
representative of the hated 
occupying power and a pagan. 
Jesus put human friendship above 
ideological or political orthodoxy and 
it led him to the Cross. The religious 
establishment of his day couldn't 
come to terms with his openness 
and the church down the ages has 
found it equally difficult. But we 
can't be true to Jesus unless we 
too seek to celebrate the 
differences between people and 
build friendships across the racial 
and religious barriers that keep us 


apart. That's why a movement like 
Toc His, ! believe, essential to the 
Christian church. 


But members of Christian churches 
are a small, and dwindling, minority. 
| believe that Toc H has a more 
general message at a time when a 
great many people recognise the 
importance of the spiritual side of 
themselves but see no relevance in 
the church. It provides opportunities 
for people to explore the spiritual 
without being exposed to a hidden 
agenda; and it provides the kinds of 
experience - getting to know, at a 
deep level, people quite different to 
themselves, developing their sense 
of compassion ~ which are likely to 
further that exploration. We live, 
too, in a country with a wider range 
of religious faiths than at any earlier 
period and there's an urgent need 
for adherents of these different 
faiths to understand one another 
and to learn from one another. 

Toc H can, and must, provide space 
for this to happen. 


‘We can’t be true to Jesus 
unless we... build 
friendships across the 
racial and religious barriers 
that keep us apart’. 


Some have, through Toc H, come 
to membership of the church but 
that is not, should not be, our aim. 
Openness and the attempt to 
proselytise don't go hand in hand. 
Our purpose should be simply to 
help people to become more fully 
human. | remember Peter East, 
when he was working with 
Bangladeshi young men in the 
East End of London, saying that 
he wasn't trying to make them 
Christian, he was trying to help 
them to become better Muslims. 


And that, of course, is the point at 
which many committed Christians 
find it very difficult to come to 
terms with the concept of 
openness. How can spiritual 


exploration not lead peaple to 
Christianity? How can a Christian 
not strive to convert others? Yet if 
you really believe that being fully 
human leads to becoming Christian 
you surely don't need to set out to 
convert people. And most 
Christians recognise that they have 
as much to leam as anyone else. 
We are no further along the road. 
We haven't discovered the answers 
that everyone else is looking for, 
merely gained some particular 
insights to share. 


‘Our purpose should be 
simply to help people 
become more fully human’. 


Spiritual growth, growth to our full 
humanity, is what Toc H is all about. 
But it doesn't just happen. We need 
to be serious, very much more 
serious than we have sometimes 
been, about providing opportunities 
for people to reflect on their 
experiences and to learn from 

each other. Each of us will have 
something to contribute, drawn 
from our religious convictions and 
our past experience; and each of 
us will have much to lear. There 
are no experts and no final answers. 
We are all leamers, pilgrims on a 
joumey whose final goal will always 
be beyond our reach. 


Toc H has a Christian basis because 
of its origins and the fact that 
many of its members have been, 
and are, Christians. But it is not 
simply a Christian organisation and 
to dwindle into that would be a 
betrayal, just as it would be a 
betrayal were we to cease to 
recognise spiritual growth as its 
prime purpose. | suppose we'll 
always argue about our Christian 
basis. People will always be 
wanting to make it more Christian, 
or less Christian, but what's really 
important is that we preserve both 
the openness and the challenge to 
reflect. It is these which give Toc H 
its special and distinctive role. 


BREAKING THE CIRCLE OF P 


The Toc H-supported project in Bangiadesh 


ducation, says Oxfam, is the 
E single most powerful weapon 

against poverty. Each year 
spent by mothers in primary school 
reduces children's risk of premature 
death by 8 per cent. It provides people 
with the self-confidence to make their 
opinions heard and the skills with 
which to protect their rights. We can, 
therefore, take a great deal of pride in 
what has been achieved during the 
17 years’ existence of the Khasdobir 
Youth Action Group, the project in 
Bangladesh founded by Peter East 
and supported by Toc H members 
and branches. 


Chiidren from a tea plantation recelving thelr slates 
and text books at the start of term. Education is the 
key to Improving thelr fife chances. Photo: lan Pearce 


The Schools Under The Sky have 
enabled many thousands of children 
from the very poorest families to 
enter the educational system. The 
classes are large, and the teaching 
methods very old-fashioned, and 
KYAG is currently considering the 
best way of giving the teachers more 
training. But nonetheless several 
hundred children go forward each 
year to primary school. None of these 
children would have had any 
education at all without KYAG. 


Some of the children qualify to go on 
to high school. Last year 128 young 
people were helped by KYAG to meet 
the cost of admission and exam fees 
and the number has risen to about 150 
this year. In 1998 three of these young 
people passed their final high school 
exams in the first division and in 1999 
another young man did the same. All 
four have now gone to college. These 
are remarkable success stories. 


This attempt to bring education to 
children whose parents are illiterate 
remains the heart of KYAG's work 
but equally significant is the sewing 
workshop, not just because of the 
skills it gives to the young women 
trainees (30 on each six month 
course), but because of the boost 
which it gives to their self-confidence 
and self-esteem. 


This work is supported by Toc H 
through the Friends of Khasdobir 
which raises some £24,000 every 
year. lan Pearce, former Toc H 
fundraiser now working with the 
Langley House Trust, remains active 
in Friends of Khasdobir and we asked 
him to visit the project officially on our 
behalf last January. He brought back 
an up to date report on the work of 
KYAG. He also was excited to meet 
Harold Rashid, who lives near the 
project. Harold has been putting 
computers into clusters of schools 
with the aim of getting quite young 
children to learn programming skills. In 
the long term he hopes to turn part of 
his family’s tea estate into an IT park. 


Harold took lan to a school in the 
depths of the country where he foung 
boys and girls working on computers 
with total concentration. lan hopes 
that KYAG may, some time in the 
future, get involved in some way with 
Harold’s LEARN foundation. Possibly 
some of the high school students 
might learn programming skills and 
this would obviously give them an 
incentive to develop their command 
of the English language. KYAG's office 
might even become a cyber café. 
That's all a long way off at present 
but it's an exciting dream. 


Meanwhile, KYAG continues with its 
core task; to bring education to children 
who would otherwise have none. 


Ken Prideaux-Brune 
Administrator, Friends of Khasdobir 


Contributions to this work should be 
sent to: Ken Prideaux-Brune, 

13 Hollybush Lane, Amersham, Bucks. 
HP6 6EB. Cheques should be made 
payable to Toc H Friends of Khasdobir. 


—_— 


Bray i LIE 

The finished product of the embroldery workshop. 
Embroldered bed sheets are sought after, and provide 
employment, along with the sewing, for women who 
have fallen on hard times. Often this Is the result of 


the death of thelr husband. photo: lan Pearce. 
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CEC member Ken Cockerton (holding 
the stick, not the baby!) getting into 


role on the Buckingham Branch float 
in the local Christmas carnival. The 
theme of the float was ‘Christ the 
Healer’. Despite a prolonged 
downpour, the members stuck it out, 
and won a prize. 


As one of his assignments as a 
student at Bishop Burton College, 
near Hull, Mark Heseltine had to give 
a lecture to his peers. He chose to 
speak on Toc H, and took along his 
folder showing photos of his work on 


Toc H projects, and other Toc H 
information. It was a great success. 
A number of other students, and 
staff, requested the Toc H Events 
Programme as a result. Mark, who 
has Special Educational Needs, is just 
16. He became a Guest member on 
his 16th birthday, and plans to 
become a full member on his 17th! 


Congratulations to Charlie Wharf, 
of Brandon Branch. Charlie, aged 73, 
was recently chosen by TESCO to 


YOLUNTEERS IN 
"IR SOCIETY TODAY 


A report oy Chris Bostock on a 
recent lecture by HRH Princess Anne. 


he afternoon of Thursday 
11th May was sunny and 
warm as a considerable 
queue formed outside St Paul's 
Cathedral. A major service? No. 
A concert? No. The Princess Royal 
was to give a lecture on ‘Volunteers 
in our Saciety today’. 


Among the invited audience were 

12 Toc H members, including the 
Director and Chairman. At 6-00 p.m. 
we all stood as the Princess made 
her way to the lectern situated under 
the dome. She spoke of her surprise 
at being asked to give a lecture in 


such a place, as she was more 
used to being in the congregation! 
However, she compensated well for 
the difficult acoustics. 


She spoke, from her own experience, 
of her knowledge of the commitment 
of volunteers. She used, as examples, 
three of her ‘own’ charities - Citizens 
Advice, Save the Children and Victim 
Support. She acknowledged that 
volunteers not only give time to 

the cause but must also give time 

for training. 


Despite the absence of any official 
statistics for the total number of 
volunteers in Britain, she was able 
to give us a number of figures to 


PARTY TI17 


In Looe - 


The Mayor and Mayoress were 
among the guests at the annual 
Toc H party for elderly residents in 
March. Looe Branch Secretary, 
Barbara Birchwood Harper, tells us 
some 55 people enjoyed tea and an 
entertainment provided by a local 
group. They enjoyed many old 
favourite songs, and a hilarious 
comedy song sketch, and then 
joined in a final sing-song. At the 
close the Pilot, Jack Sweet, gave a 
short address extolling the virtues 
of this ‘small, but perfectly formed, 
group' who work as a team and 
pull together, raising funds for a 
number of community projects. 


IN BRIEF °> IN BRIEF œ 


open their new store in Brandon, after 
he was nominated as the person most 
deserving of the task. Charie has 
been a member of Toc H for over 50 
years, as well as a drummer in the 
Breckland Band for 40 years, and 
keeper of the town clock for 30 years. 
Charlie and his wife Dorothy made the 
trip to TESCO in style - in a Rolls. A 
local member said he fully deserved 
the honour, especially as he ‘never put 
himself forward, but was always there 
in the background’. 


In Hoddesdon - 


Beryl Collins, 
(supported by 
Sally Simms 
and Douglas 
Harpin), is 
Queen of 
Hearts at the 
Valentine's 
Dance and 
Party at 
Hoddesdon. 
This annual 
event 
welcomes 
adults and Dds Sn 
children with special needs, and is 
much enjoyed by all the partygoers. 


= Tat Js. 


Members of Elmstead Market Branch, 
together with local parishioners, have 


illustrate her point! One fact she 
did have was that Britain has 
the highest number of volunteers 
in the world, not only working 
domestically but also prepared to 
work overseas. 


The Princess was impressed by 
the variety, and standard, of work 
undertaken by volunteers. She 
made the point that churches, and 
other religious groups, could not 
function without them. Although 
people may sometimes feel 
disheartened, she assured the 
audience that voluntary work is 
important and very worthwhile. 


M E 


In Stockport - 


Residents from a local rest home 
were entertained recently by 
Stockport Branch. Games and 
Sing Song were followed by a 
buffet, and ‘How the singing 
improved in the second half!’ say 
Alan and Isobel Clarkson, ‘The 
cups of tea must have had some 
effect. By special request we 
ended with two ‘evergreens’: 
The Holy City and Bless This House. 
We don't know who enjoyed it 
most, the residents or our Toc H 
members. We have already been 
asked to come again’. 


IN BRIEF 


been knitting clothes for babies in 
war-tom or disaster-struck countries. 
More than 100 items were sent 
recently to the Essex based ‘Baby Aid’ 
project. Our photo shows members 
Doreen Hubbard and Win Holmes 
(centre left and right) displaying some 
of the products. ‘it is surprising’ says 
Win ‘how the knitting has brought 
not only Toc H members together but 
also lots of friends together. It has 
also been a real therapy for some 
housebound people’. 


Talbot House organs 

We launched an appeal in 1996, with 
a target of £1,200, to enable the 
restoration of the harmoniums in 

the Upper Room at Talbot House. 
Contributions came from New Zealand, 
Canada, France, Belgium and from 

a great number of branches and 
individual members in the UK. Money 
was also raised through the sale of 
pens and notelets and through a 
share of the proceeds of raffles. 


We are delighted to tell you that all 
three harmoniums are now fully 
restored and in good voice - yes, 
even the small one that has been 
out of use since 1916. This is the 
original one brought to Talbot House 
by Major E R Street DSO, early in 
1916. On November 18 1999 Mr 
Ludo Gelson, organist of St Martin's 
Cathedral, leper, and his wife visited 
Talbot House with Jan Louagie. He 
made a recording of the three 
harmoniums and gave special praise 
to the small Major Street harmonium 
for its sweetness of tone. 


Our thanks for your help in what 
has been for us a most rewarding 
and exciting project. 
Noreen Douglas 
Bert Hill 


Smile with Jet 
Many of us drive cars and buy 
petrol and for us the Jet Big Smile 
card is a way to earn money for 
Toc H. There is no limit to the 
number of cards you can have on 
a single account for your branch. 
You get 1p for every litre of fuel 
you buy, 2p for every £1 spent in 
a Jet shop and 15p every time 
you use a car wash. The Smile 
helpline (0870 608 2904) will give 
you more information. 
Harry Graham 
Rushden, Northants 


Lady Day and Michaelmas 

Why is it we see no mention in 
Point 3, or in any of our literature, 
about keeping Lady Day and 
Michaelmas as days of prayer for 


Toc H? When I joinec, in 1949, | was 
told these were very important 
days for our movement and that we 
always attend a church service on 
these days. Could we be reminded 
of this from time to time? 

Dot Turner 

Ipswich 


Thank you from Jeanne 
On the occasion of my 90th birthday 
on February 2, | was again reminded 
of the friendship and love | find time 
and again with my many Toc H 
friends in Poperinge and in Britain. 
i am so grateful for the many cards, 
gifts, flowers and good wishes | 
received from numerous British 
friends and members of Toc H. It 
made for a truly special day. | am 
sorry that | cannot write to you all 
personally to thank you for your 
kind wishes, but hopefully we will 
meet again at Talbot House some 
time in the not too distant future. 
Thank you all so much. 

Jeanne Oree!l-Battheu 

Poperinge 


ALISON HOUSE INVITES YOU 


THE BREW HOLIDAY WEEK 
24th June to 1st July 

Basic price £225 per person 

(nc VAT) but excluding outings. 
With Vera Brew as your hostess, 
enjoy good food and company with 
plenty of time to discover the 
many interesting facts and places 
that make this historic part of 
Derbyshire unique. The week will 
include a theatre trip and a tour of 
the Peak District. 


OPEN DAY 
Saturday 1st July 


From 2-00 p.m. to 4-00 p.m. 
(entrance - just 50p) 


@ see the House and Gardens, 
@ admire the Art Exhibition and 
@ enjoy Stalls, Tombola, and all 
other garden party interests. 
From 6-00 p.m. Barbecue - 
tickets £5.00 
Offers of help to Bill Pepper on 
01629 822316 


THE MARJORIE BERRY WEEK 
5th to 12th August 


Basic price £225 per person 
(inc VAT) but excluding outings. 


A traditional week at Alison House, 
hosted by Marjorie Berry. It will 
include walks, competitions and a 
chance to visit local events, but will 
also leave time for individual pursuits 
and relaxation in the peaceful 
atmosphere. A trip to a country 
house or garden is usually arranged. 


AN EXPERIENCE IN PASTELS 
10th to 12th November. 

Basic price £90 per person including 
Tuition and VAT. 

With David Newbould as your tutor, 
try your hand at landscapes or a 
portrait or a ‘still life’. 

The course will be flexible to 
accommodate the individual needs 
of each student, and the emphasis 
is on practical work to extend 
understanding and develop 
confidence and skills. 


For details of all these, and other, 
events at Alison House, contact: 
Bill and Dorothy Pepper on 

tel/fax 01629 822316 or 

Email: AlisonHouse@4u2give.com 


The £100 Pledge 


At Central Council last year all 
members were asked to pledge 
themselves to raise £100 extra for 
Toc H during this Millennium Year. 
Are you considering how you might 
meet this challenge and help erase 
the Toc H deficit? 

One opportunity is to book a stall at 
the Christmas Fayre to be held at 
Northallerton Town Hall on Saturday 
18th November: 10-00 a.m. to 4-00 
p.m. Refreshments provided and good 
centre of town access. Parking to off- 
load and free parking nearby all day. 


To book a stall contact Pippa Borchard 
on 01765 60455 (daytime) 

or write, with a £5 booking fee, to: 

Ms P J. Borchard, 11 Clora Gardens, 
Ripon HG4 2 DA. 


Francis (3@:.x} Hart, BEM, who 
died in April, aged 96, was a long 
standing member who served both 
Toc H and LEPRA devotedly for 
many years. He was introduced to 
LEPRA by one of the original Toc H 
volunteers, Hamish MacGregor, who 
in 1955 persuaded him it was a 
cause worthy of support, and Jack 
was Chairman of the Dorchester 
Council of LEPRA for over 40 years, 


Joan Young of Newport (Gwent) 
Women's Branch, who died in April, 
was a very faithful member of Toc H. 
Although in recent years not well 
enough to visit, she loved Talbot 
House and spent many happy hours 
there. She will be sadly missed. DS 


TRIBUTES 


Kit Kerr had belonged to Much 
Wenlock Branch almost from its 
inception and our hearts are heavy 
at the news. She was an efficient 
secretary and even after moving 
away still managed to support 
branch life. We thank God for her 
time with us. CT 


Allan Sinnicks, who died in January, 
would have been proud to know 
that £400 was collected for Toc H 
in his memory. A member for 50 
years, he believed in Toc H. He 
helped at ‘Le Court' in Hampshire, 
Leonard Cheshire's own home, 
chopping wood and carrying 
residents downstairs. While living in 
Africa he entertained many Toc H 


visitors. When he could no longer 
active through illness, he gave his 
money, and supported Margaret in 
her work for the Movement. MS 


Dorothy Dalton, who died in March 
aged 91, was a member of 
Wolverhampton Joint Branch for 
over 50 years. She held office as 
Pilot for many years, and was an 
active member in many other ways. 
She was also a member of ‘The 
Order of St Luke, the Physician’ and 
held healing services at her Church 
regularly. She was dedicated to 
everything she undertook. We shall 
all miss her very much. MW 


IN MEMORY OF MIKE 


Since his tragic death in March 1999, some £4000 has 
been donated to Toc H in memory of Mike Lyddiard. 
Mike's family have asked that half of this should go to 
Talbot House, but have left it to Toc H to decide how 
the other half should be used. Any suggestions would 
be welcome - please send them to Margaret Winstanley 
at Central Services. 


THINKING OF THE 
ETERNAL REALITIES - No.4 


by Padre Douglas Bridge-Collins. 

An ancient Latin phrase states ‘laborare est orare’ meaning 
‘work is prayer’. This reminds us that our work can be offered 
to Gad as prayer and can be a means to meditation. When 
approaching your work, for example, you could consider ‘Wha 
is this work for?’ ‘For whom are these things intended that | 
am involved in making?’ ‘Although the recipients are unknown 
to me, may they find good as a consequence of my work’. 

If the activity is complex and requires all of your 
concentration, simply offer it in advance to God, and leave 
the rest to Him. When you are next able to find some time 
for more conscious prayer, you can find that prayer can 
flower in your life in consequence of your work. Work and 
prayer, prayer and work should go hand in hand. 


BOOK REVIEW: 


by Simon Cottingham 


‘THE BEST IS YET TO COME' 
by Dorcus Munday. 


Dorcus Munday, who is severely handicapped with cerebral 
palsy, types all her books by mouth. She is closely associated 
with PHAB and is an active member of several groups 
advocating greater access for disabled people. I met Dorcus 
when | was a Long Term Volunteer for Toc H in Wellingborough. 
This latest book, 'The best is yet to come’, follows the style of 
her previous books, being a collection of true short stories tied 
together under general themes. Far from being a problem for 
the reader, it enhances the reading experience and challenges 
the reader to ‘listen' more closely to the stories. 

This understanding of her book enables you to fully appreciate 
the Individual stories within it, and, as you get engrossed in 
any of them, you can almost imagine Dorcus telling the tale. 
The stories range from her relationship with her parents to 
meeting royalty. Throughout, there is the tangible sense of fun 
which Dorcus has brought to her life. 

For those who have read her previous books, continue the 
adventure! For those who have not, try something different. 

It will not disappoint. 

Published by Dorcus Munday, 9 Osborn Close, Wellingborough. 
Northants. NN8 2AW - price £3. ISBN 0 9527601 OX. 


f OBITUARIES 


In April 
Norman Carey 
Verdun Cater 
Louis Davis 


In February 
Peter Cotter 
Dulcie Harvey 


Northants District 
Clacton-on-Sea 


Constance Eagles 


In March Ivor Fitzpatrick 
John Bogle Uxbridge Francis Hart 
John Roberts Kempston Ivy Dalton 
Frank Vincent Avon Evelyn Dyer 
Nellie White Grays Ruby Everson 


Phyllis Shepperson Orston 


Cleveland Joan Young Newport 
Avon 
mee Regis in May 

aroi David Wilson Tyne & Wear 
Cleveland 


South Dorset 
Wolverhampton 
Lymington 
Broughton Astley 


Not previously recorded 
Kit Ker Much Wenlock 
Olga Walker Guisborough 


FST i") 


TOL i 


Sponsored walk, 
swim, run... 


Give out events booklets 
& info on Toc H - 


ask your local library, 


doctors, even video shop, T O C H 


if you can leave some Cake/bric a brac stall 


Line Dancing 


info with them 
Plant Auction 


Contact local Collecting day 


press/radio about events 
Whatever you do 


ou are organisin i 
y & 5 make it fun! 


Let’s make this year’s Toc H Week extra special to mark our 85th Birthday 


Contact Julie Murray, Central Services 
for advice and any Toc H merchandise you may need for your event 


Toc hi needs your help? 


TOC H COLLECTION BOXES 


Cant remember Collect all your loose change, one, two LEa an 
where you’ve 7 : i ‘ 
put your Toc H pence’s and those horrible five pence pieces. put a box near 
collection box? They soon mount up. the phone or 
EO ox Every little helps, if everyone gives a little even in my car 
filling up then together we will make a big difference. for all my 
too quickly? loose change. 
d Y Send all your collecting box donations 
Why not have to Julie Murray, Central Services. 
two boxes? 


Call me for more boxes on 01296 626203 


NB: Please return to Central Services any boxes and Toc H sashes that are not being used. 


